The cable, roughly crossing the auroral zone perpendicularly, may be expected to have a minimum of interruptions on account of earth-current storms. The initial outlay for the proposed cable would be greater than that for a simple transatlantic cable between Europe and the east coast of North America; nevertheless, it would be cheaper than two independent cables from Thule to (a) the US., and (b) Europe. The actual laying of transarctic cables, although rather more difficult, is not impossible in an age where nuclearpowered icebreakers and submarines are available.
The Arctic is becoming increasingly accessible. Table 1 : gravel was present in the samples from stations 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 15, 17, and 18; clay was found at station 3; kelp (laminarioids) to which bryozoans attach were represented by fragments only in six stations3.
In 12 stations 11 species of bryozoans were found. They have all been reported earlier from arctic Alaskan waters, specifically from the Point Barrow area4P.6, and most are common forms. This report establishes the presence of these species eastward beyond Point Barrow. Hippothoa hyalina, Lichenopora canaliculata, Alcyonidium disciforme, and Vesicularia fasciculata were reported for the first time off Point Barrow only in the last decade.
The distribution of the species varied considerably ( Table 2) . Samples rich in species were taken at stations 7 and 8. The species with the largest number of individuals and most widely distributed are Alcyonidium disciforme (9) and Eucratea loricata (7). One species is endemic (Vesicularia fasciculata), one is bipolar (Lichenopora canaliculata), and 
